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PREFACE 

 

Biological resources have been nurturing the mankind from the beginning. As civilization 

grew, man started to exploit the resources of nature. The magnitude of exploitation crossed 

the limits of sustainability in the last few decades. Many among the biological resources 

have become extinct and many are facing threats of extinction. Conservation of biological 

resources has gained momentum in this context. Globally there are attempts at local level 

to conserve these resources. Western Ghats being one of the hottest hotspots of biodiversity 

deserves prime consideration in conservation efforts. This book is a compendium of various 

research works carried out at local level to conserve the biological diversity of Western 

Ghats. Hopefully, the book may help researchers and students of nature to get better 

insights on the conservation of the biological resources Western Ghats.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Sojan Jose  

Mr. Suresh Kumar K A  

Dr. Prajith T M 

Editors 
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FOREWORD 

I was really delighted to read this compendium publication on the National Seminar on 

Conservation of the Biological Resources of the Western Ghats. The articles published are 

really very informative with empirical evidences and systematic assessments. The abstract 

on each paper is very precise on the topic of study and its objective. The comprehension 

of each report is lucid with critical analysis on the research areas and will certainly be of 

academic interest to students and to research interest in researchers. 

The fast depleting biological resources of Western Ghats and its consequences have 

profound impact on the unpredictability of climate changes and natural disasters as any 

such loss is irreversible. 

The dimensions between community engagements, Governance / conservation 

management, planning and its executions by Central and State Governments, various 

institutions/ Development agencies and NGO’s; along with systematic scientific research 

findings and data’s collected play key role for improved conservation management of the 

biodiversity ecosystems and its resources. 

The articles of this book illustrates the need of further research efforts for managing this 

crisis discipline of biodiversity conservation and requirement of state control on land 

tenures all along the 160,000 km2 of Western Ghats area. 

Each full length paper with its crisp abstract is like a beautiful blossomed flower which will 

take all of us especially the researchers, students to the wonderful world of knowledge 

about the Biodiversity of Western Ghats, the needs and the necessity of its conservation, 

protection, maintenance and the sustainable utilization & judicious utilization of its 

resources without damaging the ecological balance of ecosystem of Western Ghats. The 

Governments, at all times need to engage participation of the society including the native 

tribes to find equitable solutions for successful conservation of these endangered and rarest 

ecosystems and the endemism, as the rising population and their survival requirements are 

also major concerns. 
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Words of appreciation would not be sufficient to applaud to each contributor to this 

publication considering their rigors and challenges in undertaking multiple field studies 

and data collection processes across this mountain range, we dearly call as “Sahyadri”, 

traversing five western states from Satpura Range in Gujarat to Kanyakumari District in 

Tamil Nadu. 

The growing awareness of adverse climate changes and many natural disasters over the 

past few decades have shown signs of a resurgence back to the traditional land- use methods 

and its trajectories in preserving the ecosystems is slowly gaining ground like the canopy 

architectured Agro forestry having potential to turn as “Carbon Forests” of Western Ghats. 

This publication also has the potential for expansion to new areas of research and further 

strengthening the causes of conservation of Biological resources and the Biodiversity 

conservation of Western Ghats. 

This book leads to make a solemn declaration and commitment by each and every 

individual to manage the balance and restoration of ecosystem around his surroundings. 

The environment is a major issue, which not only affects the well-being of the people but 

also hampers economic development throughout the world. The theme of World 

Environment Day 2021 is "Ecosystem Restoration". Hence, a creative feedback from the 

participants of the seminar and the learned seminar organizers realizes the need of 

publication of these seminar papers into a book form, because this type of publications are 

need of the hour. 

My heartfelt appreciation and best wishes to each member of the team for the successful 

launching of this publication. 

With regards, 

 

Adv. (Dr.) Elsamma Joseph Arackal `Ph D 

Deputy Director of Collegiate Education (Retd.) 
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